
How to Hang a New Door on an 

Existing Jamb

Written Instructions 

By See Jane Drill, Copyright 2014

Time needed to complete project:  1 hour

Materials Cost:  Cost of door runs from $20 to $40

Tools and Materials Needed

Materials
• New door 

Tools
• Hammer

• Sharp chisel

• 2 wooden paint stir sticks 

• 1 package of shims

• Screwdriver (regular or cordless)

• Pencil

• Safety glasses

• Tape measure

Step-by-Step Instructions
1. Dry-fit the new door into the door frame, by placing it into the door frame. There will be a 

large gap at the top.

2. Take the wood paint stirrers and place them into the opening at the top between the door 
and the door frame.  Place one on the right side and one on the left side.  These will act 
as placeholders to maintain the gap between the top of the door and the frame as you 
continue to fit the door.
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3. Place the shims underneath the door, between the bottom of the door and the floor.  Tap 
on the shims with a hammer to raise the door into place.  You should have two, one on 
the left side and one on the right side.

4. Mark the location where the existing hinges will go on the new door with a pencil.  Make 
sure to mark both the top and bottom hinge locations on the door.  It can sometimes be 
helpful to use a piece of wood as a guide to do this.

5. Remove the door from the jamb.

6. Measuring the hinge plate. Measure the distance from the barrel of the hinge to the door 
jamb.  It should be slightly offset to allow the door to swing freely.  Usually the distance is 
about ¼”.  Measure it to be sure.

7. On the new door, continue your marks on the side of the door to mark the location where 
the hinge plate will go.

8. Set the hinge plate in place, remembering that it needs to be offset so that the distance 
from the jamb to the end of the hinge plate is ¼”.  Draw an outline with your pencil 
around the location where the hinge will go.

9. Using your wood chisel, outline the area where you will be cutting out part of the door to 
set the hinge.  To do this, make sure that the flat side of the chisel is facing out.  Tap it 
with a hammer.  Repeat all the way around the outline of where the hinge will go.  If the 
hinge has a rounded edge, you may want to get the rounded corner with a utility knife.

10. Chisel out the wood inside the outline.  Keep in mind that you want the amount of wood 
that you chisel out to be the same thickness as the hinge.  Once you have created the 
space, smooth it out as best you can.  To smooth it out, you will want the beveled side of 
the chisel to be facing out and the flat side to be facing down.

11. Fit the hinge into place and mark the holes with a pencil.  The hinge should be flush with 
the wood.

12. Pre-drill the holes, or, if you don’t have a drill, you can create pilot holes with a finish nail.

13. Screw the hinges into place.

14. Now it’s time to hang the door.  It’s best if you start with the bottom hinge first.  Lubricate 
the pens first if you need to.  Tap the pens into place with a hammer.

15. Check to make sure that the hinges are moving freely, and shut the door.

  

And that’s it…You did it!
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